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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2997

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Governnment Adm nistration (originally sponsored
by Representatives D. Schm dt and Scott)

Read first tine 02/ 05/98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to el ection procedures; and anendi ng RCW42. 12. 040,
42.12. 070, and 29.15. 150.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA42.12.040 and 1981 c 180 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) or (3) of this section, if
a vacancy ((eeeurs)) in any partisan elective office in the executive
or legislative branches of state governnent ((er—n—-any)), a partisan
county elective office in a noncharter county, a judicial office, or

the office of superintendent of public instruction occurs before the

fourth Tuesday prior to the primary for the next general election
foll ow ng the occurrence of the vacancy, a successor shall be el ected
to that office at that general election. Except during the |ast year
of the termof office, if such a vacancy occurs on or after the fourth
Tuesday prior to the primary for that general election, the el ection of
t he successor shall occur at the next succeeding general election.

A successor will be elected at that general election to fill the
renmai nder of the unexpired termof office and will succeed the person,
if any, who was appointed to fill the vacancy. |f needed, the el ection
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officer with whom decl arations of candidacy are filed for that office
shall open a three-day special filing period for persons to file for
the vacant office. The el ected successor shall be eligible to take
office imediately and shall hold office for the remainder of the

unexpired term of office. ( (Fhis—seetion—shall—not—applty—to—any

: : I hich | I .
: : b i on )

(2) A vacancy in the office of governor will be filled under
subsection (1) of this section, except that as providedin Article |11,
section 10 of the state Constitution, an election to fill a vacancy in

the office of governor may only be held at a general election at |east
thirty days after the date of the vacancy and in an even- nunbered year,
two vears after the commencenent of the four-year termof office that
has becone vacant.

(3) Where applicable, the filling of a vacancy in the office of
superior court judge will conformwth the procedures of Article 1V,
section 29 of the state Constitution, for election of persons to that
of fice.

Sec. 2. RCWA42.12.070 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

A vacancy on an el ected nonpartisan governi ng body of a special
purpose district where property ownership is not a qualification to
vote, and a vacancy in the office of mayor, any other nonjudicia
el ective office, or on a governing body of a town, or a city other than
a first class city or a charter code city, shall be filled as foll ows
unl ess the provisions of lawrelating to the special district, town, or
city provide otherw se:

(1) Where one position is vacant, the remaining nenbers of the
governing body shall appoint a qualified person to fill the vacant
posi tion.

(2) Where two or nore positions are vacant and two or nore nenbers
of the governing body remain in office, the remaining nenbers of the
governing body shall appoint a qualified person to fill one of the
vacant positions, the remaining nenbers of the governing body and the
new y appoi nted person shall appoint another qualified person to fill
anot her vacant position, and so on until each of the vacant positions
is filled with each of the new appointees participating in each
appointment that is nmade after his or her appointnent.
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(3) If less than two nenbers of a governing body remain in office,
the county legislative authority of the county in which all or the
| argest geographic portion of the city, town, or special district is
| ocated shall appoint a qualified person or persons to the governing
body until the governing body has two nenbers.

(4) If a governing body fails to appoint a qualified personto fill
a vacancy within ninety days of the occurrence of the vacancy, the
authority of the governing body to fill the vacancy shall cease and t he
county legislative authority of the county in which all or the | argest
geographic portion of the city, town, or special district is |ocated
shal | appoint a qualified person to fill the vacancy.

(5 If the county legislative authority of the county fails to
appoint a qualified person within one hundred eighty days of the
occurrence of the vacancy, the county legislative authority or the
remai ni ng nmenbers of the governing body of the city, town, or special
district may petition the governor to appoint a qualified person to
fill the vacancy. The governor may appoint a qualified person to fil
the vacancy after being petitioned if at the time the governor fills
the vacancy the county legislative authority has not appointed a
qualified person to fill the vacancy.

(6) As provided in RCW29. 15.190 and 29. 21. 410, each person who is
appoi nted shall serve until a qualified person assunes office who is
elected at the next general election ((at—wieh—a—merber—of—the
governtng—boedy)) in _an odd-nunbered year if an election to elect a
person to a full termfor that office normally ((weuldbe—eleeted)) is
held in an odd-nunbered year, or in an even-nunbered year if an
election to elect a person to a full termfor that office normally is
held in an even-nunbered year, that occurs ((twenty—etrght)) forty-five
or nore days after the occurrence of the vacancy. | f needed, the
election officer with whom declarations of candidacy are filed shal

open a three-day special filing ((perroeds—shall—be—authorized—as
proevi-ded—n—ROWN29-15170—and—29-15-180+fer—qualified)) period for

persons to file for the vacant office. A primary shall be held to
nom nate candidates if sufficient tinme exists to hold a primary and
nore than two candidates file for the vacant office. O herw se, a
primary shall not be held and the person receiving the greatest nunber
of votes shall be elected. The person elected shall be eligible to
take office i Mmedi ately and serve the remai nder of the unexpired term
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If an election for the position that becane vacant woul d ot herw se
have been held at this general election date, only one electionto fill
the position shall be held and the person elected to fill the
succeeding term for that position shall be eligible to take office
i medi ately ((whepr—gqualiied—as—defnred+nrREW29-01-135)) and shal
((serviee)) serve both the remainder of the unexpired term and the
succeeding term

Sec. 3. RCW29.15.150 and 1973 ¢ 4 s 3 are each anended to read as
fol | ows:

Whenever it ((shal—be)) is necessary to hold a special election
during the general election in an odd-nunbered year to fill an
unexpired term of any office ((whieh)) that is scheduled to be voted
upon for a full term in an even-nunbered year, ((Rre)) a Septenber
primary el ection shall not be held ((+Athe—odd-nunrberedyear—+)) for
that office unless, after the last day allowed for candidates to
wi t hdraw, ((etther)) any of the follow ng circunstances exist:

(1) ((Ne—mpre—than—eone)) The office to be filled is a partisan
office inthe state executive or legislative branch of state governnent
and two or nore candidates, without regard to political party, have
filed declarations of candidacy for the office to be filled; or

(2) The office to be filled is any other partisan office and two or
nore candi dates of ((eaeh)) any qualified political party ((has)) have
filed ((&)) declarations of candi dacy for the ((sawe—partisan)) office
to be filled; or

((2—No—more—than—twe)) (3) The office to be filled is a

nonpartisan office and three or nore candidates have filed ((&))
decl arati ons of candi dacy for ((a-singtenonpartisan)) the office to be
filled.

In either event, the officer with whom the declarations of
candi dacy were filed shall imediately notify all candi dates concer ned
and the nanes of the candi dates that would have been printed upon the
Septenber primary ballot, but for the provisions of this section, shal
be printed as nomnees for the positions sought upon the Novenber
general election ballot.
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